Editorial New Year, New Opportunities
In this first issue of 1995, let me take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and healthy new year. As you think about your personal and professional objectives for 1995, perhaps you have considered writing a paper about some aspect of your knowledge, expertise, or experience as a diabetes educator. If you have never written a paper for publication, or if you have hesitated to pursue this goal because of limited writing experience, this may be the year to give it a try, and we can help you. The Diabetes Educator will provide an opportunity for novice writers to have a &dquo;mentoring relationship&dquo; with experienced, successful authors whose writing has been published in this journal. &dquo;Mentors&dquo; will work individually with beginning authors to help them organize and focus their ideas into a clear and thoughtful paper.
The process begins with an idea that you, the author, want to share on a topic that is related to one of the categories of articles published in TDE (see Information for Authors, Vol. 20; . Your goal is to prepare a workable, first draft that can be fine-tuned with the assistance of a mentor. The important thing to concentrate on is getting your ideas recorded; you can reorganize your thoughts and edit or rewrite sentences after writing the majority of your paper.
Once a manuscript has been submitted, an initial peer review is conducted. If the review is favorable, any relevant comments / suggestions / recommendations from the reviewers are sent to the author along with the name of a mentor who is willing to provide guidance and assistance in revising the paper. At the same time, the mentor is informed about the beginning author who is interested in obtaining the mentor's advice and support. The author or the mentor may contact each other at any time to discuss the manuscript. The na-ture of the mentoring relationship evolves according to the needs of the particular author and mentor. Both individuals are likely to benefit from the experience of working together to complete a manuscript that is accepted for publication. We hope that by providing this opportunity for a mentoring relationship, some &dquo;would-be&dquo; writers will be encouraged to take the step to become &dquo;published authors&dquo; in TDE. Writing for publication can provide a unique satisfaction that comes from contributing relevant information to your profession and influencing the healthcare of individuals with diabetes. &mdash;James A. Fain, PhD, RN, FAAN
